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Joy
Christmas

The
of

Methodist Children’s Home is 
grateful for our faithful friends 

who help create special Christmas 
memories for the 1,300 children 

and youth in our care.



The last issue of Sunshine featured a story about the contributions of the Perkins and Prothro 

families to the ministry of Methodist Children’s Home. Their legacy of love and generosity has 

helped the Home bring joy to the lives of countless boys and girls, especially at Christmas. 

As our staff prepared for Christmas in recent months, I was reminded of the impact our 

benefactors, volunteers and other friends make on the lives of at-risk children and youth. 

Methodist Children’s Home is grateful for friends like you and the many other individuals, 

churches, Sunday School classes and volunteers who support the Home during Christmas 

through fi nancial resources, time and prayers. Your support enables the Home to create unique 

and special Christmas memories for the 1,300 children and youth in our care. 

For many of these children, this is the fi rst time they have had an opportunity to enjoy the 

sights and sounds of this special season and anticipate opening the gifts under their Christmas 

trees. For our staff, the weeks leading up to Christmas have provided special opportunities to 

talk with our children about the birth of Jesus and the reason we have hope through Him. I 

trust that God will provide many blessings for our children, staff and friends this Christmas. 

In addition to preparing for Christmas, our children and staff have been busy with school 

and other activities. In this issue of Sunshine, you will read about recent accomplishments of 

our youth and special events in the life of this ministry, including the annual Commissioners 

meeting. We had an excellent Commissioners meeting in October, and we remain grateful 

for the commitment of these men and women who share good news about the Home in their 

churches and communities. We also included a story about a group of girls from our charter 

school who became the fi rst students from the Waco campus to participate in FFA and show 

animals in the Heart of Texas Livestock Show. We are extremely pleased with the success of 

our charter school and the smooth transition our Boys Ranch students made to the campus 

school this year. 

Thank you for your support throughout the year. You are an important part of this ministry 

as you help Methodist Children’s Home offer hope to children and youth in Texas and New 

Mexico. Please pray for our children and staff in the coming year. 

      For His children, 

      Bobby Gilliam
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The MCH Bulldogs celebrate their fi rst state fl ag football championship with family and friends Oct. 31. The Bulldogs, led by head coach Berry 
Benson (far left), defeated Hampton Prep 25-6 in the championship game.  The girls’ volleyball team fi nished as state runner-up.



Thank you for helping us celebrate 
the peace and joy of Christmas.

From the children and staff at Methodist Children’s Home
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What I enjoy most about Christmas at MCH ... 
“I love all of the lights, candles 
and smells of Christmas. And I 
love singing Christmas carols.”
Kyra

“Christmas is great because there’s a lot of food and I get to spend time thinking about the birth of Jesus.” 

Tyrell

“My favorite part about 
Christmas is eating tons of 

food and opening presents.” 
Terri

“I enjoy all the parties and 
gifts and eating amazing 
food all the time.”
Iram

“I just like to see the 
smiles on everyone’s face 

at Christmas.” 
Mariah

PHOTOGRAPHS FROM THIS YEAR’S CHRISTMAS CELEBRATION WILL BE FEATURED IN THE SPRING 2010 ISSUE OF SUNSHINE. 
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FEATURE STORY

For the seven girls in the Ag 

Science class at the Methodist 

Children’s Home charter school, 

the personalities of the goats 

they are working with this year 

charter school. This move 

strengthened the educational 

opportunities for students on 

both campuses. Boys Ranch 

residents are now able to take 

classes not previously offered at 

ABOVE: Steve Kruse, right, and John Kuretsch, teachers at the University Charter School, let students in their Ag Science class select the goats 
they will work with and show in FFA competitions this year. 

Learning beyond
the classroom

the Ranch, and they can participate in athletics and other extracur-

ricular activities. Students who live on the Waco campus and attend 

the charter school can now take Ag classes and participate in FFA. 

 Ag classes, which include woodworking, welding and animal 

science, are taught by Steve Kruse and John Kuretsch, who were 

teachers at the Boys Ranch school. Students attend classes on the 

charter school campus and at the Boys Ranch. 

 During the summer, Kruse and Kuretsch worked with charter 

THIS FALL, SEVEN GIRLS BECAME THE FIRST 
STUDENTS FROM THE WACO CAMPUS CHARTER 
SCHOOL TO RAISE ANIMALS AND PARTICIPATE IN 

LIVESTOCK SHOWS THROUGH FFA.

vary as much as their names. 

 While some of the girls describe their goats as sweet or cute, 

others think their goats are lazy or stubborn. The names of their 

animals range from Corey and Matt to Picasso and Ace Patches.

 The seven girls – Ashley, Sarah, Lauren, Kathleen, Vanessa, 

Linda and Kandaja – are the fi rst students from the Home’s Waco 

campus to work with animals through FFA, which is part of a new 

Ag Science curriculum at the University Charter School. 

 This fall, students from the Boys Ranch began attending the 
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school administrators to devel-

op the curriculum. They knew 

that if the program was going 

to be successful at the charter 

school, they needed to attract 

the interest of a wide range of 

students, the majority of whom 

have never been around farm 

animals or worked in a shop.

 “We expected to have a mix 

of boys and girls in our classes, 

but we were surprised, to say 

the least, when we saw that the 

Ag Science class was made up of 

all girls,” Kruse said. 

 After giving it much thought, Linda named her goat Ace Patches, 

due to its color markings. 

 Kruse and Kuretsch selected goats as the fi rst animals for the 

girls due to their gentle and inquisitive behavior. 

 “Goats are docile and they easily connect with people,” Kruse 

said. “They’re a lot like dogs and they’re easy to take care of. We 

thought the girls would do well with them.”

 Kruse and Kuretsch have been surprised at how well the girls 

have worked with their goats. The girls get out to the Ranch by 7:30 

a.m. most school days to feed and exercise their goats and to pre-

pare for livestock shows. 

 In October, the girls participated in the annual Heart of Texas 

Livestock Show in Waco. Denise Warren, student events coordina-

tor at MCH, helped the girls shop for clothes for their fi rst competi-

tion. While the girls appreciate the support of the Home, they had a 

diffi cult time adjusting to Western shirts, jeans and boots. 

 “I’ve never worn boots like this before,” said Kandaja. “I’m not 

used to these clothes yet, but I think we look nice.” 

 A few of the girls also showed initial resistance to the 6 a.m. 

departure time to head to the show complex the day of their compe-

tition. However, Linda woke up at 3:30 a.m. and was ready to go an 

“As I was standing there, I saw a goat that was staring right at me. 
We didn’t take our eyes off each other. I knew right then he was the one for me.”

— LINDA, a student in the Ag Science class at the University Charter School

John Kuretsch works with Lauren, Vanessa, Kandaja and Ashley 
(from right) as they begin to train their goats for their fi rst livestock 
show. While the girls are enjoying their Ag Science class, they admit 
that it takes a lot of patience to work with their animals.

Kathleen is among the fi rst group 
of students from the Waco campus 
who are participating in FFA. Continued on pg. 6

hour later.

 “I was really nervous,” she 

said. “When I woke up, my fi rst 

thought was about doing a good 

job at the show.”

 While Kruse and Kuretsch 

want their youth and animals 

to do well in competition, they 

emphasize the importance of 

keeping things in perspective. 

 “I told the girls that when 

they entered the show ring, I 

wanted them to keep their eyes 

on the judge, be mindful of the 

way they set up their animal 

and have fun,” Kruse said. 

“And then, when they walked 

out of the ring, they would all 

be winners.”

 Sarah, one of the fi rst girls 

to show her goat, said the actual 

 While boys enrolled in some of the classes, the seven girls in the 

Ag Science class are the only Waco campus residents who are work-

ing with animals to show in area livestock competitions. In early 

September, Kruse and Kuretsch took the girls to the Ranch so they 

could choose the goat they would work with this year. 

 When Kruse backed his truck up to the barn to unload the goats, 

the girls immediately swarmed the truck to get their fi rst up-close 

look at a farm animal. Linda said she will never forget that morning. 

 “As I was standing there, I saw a goat that was staring right at 

me,” she said. “We didn’t take our eyes off each other. I knew right 

then he was the one for me; I could just tell I was meant to have 

that goat.” 

Ashley tries to coax her goat, 
Matt (right), to get close enough 
to eat out of her hand during 
its fi rst day at the Boys Ranch. 
Students in the Ag Science class 
go to the Boys Ranch in the morn-
ings to care for their goats and 
prepare for livestock shows.
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competition was not as bad as she anticipated. 

 “I pictured my goat running away from me when we entered 

the arena,” she said, referring to her goat, Picasso. “I think he was 

as nervous as I was, but he cooperated with me. I was proud of him 

and myself.”

 Ashley, who had never been around animals before this fall, 

admitted that she could not sleep the night before the competition 

as she wondered how she and her goat, Matt, would react in their 

fi rst show. 

 “I was nervous that I would mess up and that Matt would get 

loose,” she said. “But I felt good because he didn’t jump on me or 

run off. I think we both did a good job.”

 Kruse said the girls did an “outstanding job” and were positive 

representatives of Methodist Children’s Home. He said he always 

emphasizes to youth the importance of their behavior and work 

ethic at livestock shows. 

 “The girls were really excited after the show,” Kruse said. “John 

and I talked to them about their results and about how proud we 

were of them. We wanted them to know that the experience they 

gained and the things they learned are more valuable than where 

they placed.”

 The girls are learning some of their most important lessons dur-

ing the early morning hours at the Boys Ranch. As they work with 

“I told the girls that when they entered the show ring, I wanted them to keep 
their eyes on the judge, be mindful of the way they set up their animal and have fun. 

And then, when they walked out of the ring, they would all be winners.”
— STEVE KRUSE, Ag Science teacher, University Charter School

their goats, they often face a battle of wills. 

 Kandaja said some people see similarities between her personal-

ity and that of her goat, Corey. 

 “Corey is usually lazy, so it takes a whole lot of work to make 

sure he stands right at the show,” she said. “I’ve had people tell me 

that they think Corey reminds them of me.” 

 Sarah said one of the greatest challenges she faces is trying to 

deal with Picasso’s stubbornness.

 “I love Picasso but he can be disobedient,” she said. “He does 

what he wants to do. He has an ‘it’s all about me’ personality. The 

goats are just like us when we don’t want to do something.”

 Kruse admits that it did not take long to notice the difference 

between the way girls and boys work with their animals. He said 

that the girls, in general, are more nurturing and get upset more 

easily when their goats get sick or injured. 

 As Ashley began working with her goat, Matt, she was afraid he 

would forget her before she was able to get back to the Boys Ranch 

the next day. One morning, she brought a stuffed animal to leave in 

Matt’s pen. 

 “This was her prized possession,” Kruse said. “She wanted Matt 

to have it so he could remember her scent when she came back the 

next day. These girls take this seriously and they love their animals. 

We are very proud of them.” 

Pictured during the Heart of 
Texas Livestock Show in October 
are, l-r, Ashley, Kandaja, Linda 
and Sarah. The girls are students 
in the Ag Science class at the 
Home’s charter school. 

Continued from pg. 5
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Learning to hope again
Feeling at home

Imagine feeling completely 

alone in the world, with no fam-

ily or friends. That is exactly 

how Mikaela felt when she ar-

rived at Methodist Children’s 

Home last year. 

 Born to young parents who 

could not care for her, Mikaela’s 

early childhood became a blur 

of transitions to different foster 

homes in an attempt to fi nd 

a good match. Unfortunately, 

each new home brought a new 

set of challenges, and Mikaela 

was abused and mistreated in 

more than one placement. 

 Finally, at the age of six, 

Mikaela was adopted along 

with her brother. Due to her 

diffi cult past, trusting a new 

family was challenging, and it 

— MIKAELA, MCH resident

“I’m hard-headed and used to doing things 
my way. But after a while, I realized that 

my staff is really here to help me.”

quickly became obvious that the adoption was not what everyone 

had hoped. 

 Mikaela was then placed in several homes, which caused her 

to become a frustrated, wary and obstinate teen. She did not trust 

authority and had no desire to build relationships. Mikaela felt 

alone in the world, and who could blame her?

 Finally, through the work of the MCH Houston outreach of-

fi ce, Mikaela came to live on the Waco campus. 

 “When Mikaela fi rst came to the Home she was very hesitant 

to trust anyone,” said Julie Spiech, unit manager in Mikaela’s 

home. “She was street smart, self protective and pushed everyone 

away.”

 Mikaela remembers her frustration as she discovered that the 

Home differed from her previous placements.

 “I didn’t want to be here,” Mikaela said. “The staff was so at-

tentive and they had a lot more rules than other placements I had 

been in.”

 It took time, but eventually Mikaela began to see that the 

rules and attention were for her benefi t, not to make her feel 

trapped. Through relationships with Annette White, Tequesta 

McGhee and Sharon Walker, as well as other staff members in 

her home, Mikaela softened and began to change.   

 “I realized that the people here really care about me,” she 

said. “I’m hard-headed and used to doing things my way. But after 

a while, I realized that my staff is really here to help me.”

 Now an emerging leader in her home, Mikaela has reached 

advanced levels of responsibility and privilege through her dedi-

cation and hard work. A member of the volleyball team, she is 

learning what it means to be part of something larger than her-

self, and a newfound confi dence and peace are fl owing into all 

parts of her life. 

 “I’m gradually learning how to trust people,” Mikaela said. 

“I’ve had to realize that I can’t make some people love me if they 

don’t want to. I just need to stay strong and prove to myself that I 

can be successful.”

 In a little over a year, Mikaela’s life has been transformed 

from hopelessness, anger and loneliness to expectant hope for her 

bright future. 

 “I guess it was eye opening being here,” Mikaela said. “Hon-

estly, if I were not here I don’t know where I would be.”

Mikaela is gaining 
confi dence and 
emerging as a leader 
in her home on the 
Waco campus.

After spending most of her life in transition, Mikaela is enjoying stability and healthy relationships at MCH.
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Flag football, volleyball teams add to trophy case
MCH enjoyed a day of achieve-

ment and celebration during the 

state fl ag football and volleyball 

playoffs Oct. 31.

 MCH hosted the playoffs 

for the Texas Charter School 

Academic and Athletic 

Association, and the Bulldogs 

took advantage of playing in 

front of their home crowd. 

 The Bulldogs defeated 

Hampton Prep 25-6 in the foot-

ball championship game, cap-

ping a perfect 10-0 season. The 

girls volleyball team fi nished as 

state runner-up. They went 8-0 

during the regular season.

 The Home’s charter school 

began offering competitive 

athletics last year.  

Pictured: MCH athletes, cheer-
leaders and fans enjoyed the 
state playoffs. 

Austin was once a lonely teen 

who struggled to overcome 

ADHD and develop friend-

ships with his peers. Today, he 

is vibrant and engaging, full 

of encouragement and always 

smiling. He is quick to explain 

the change. 

 “Being at Methodist 

Children’s Home has been a 

huge blessing,” Austin said. 

“I never knew how to focus in 

school until I came here.”  

 Success in school fl owed 

directly from Austin’s participa-

tion in athletics. As a member 

of the MCH cross-country and 

track teams, he has an outlet for 

his energy, a place to channel 

his mental focus and a source of 

joy and pride. 

Going the distance: Austin excels on cross-country team

 When Austin signed up 

for athletics, he planned to be 

on the soccer team. When he 

learned that the track team 

would practice immediately 

after soccer, he decided on a 

whim that he would join the 

track team as well. 

 “I didn’t know I could run,” 

Austin said. “At fi rst I was al-

ways out of breath, but I just 

kept running.” 

 Soon Austin was one of the 

team’s strongest distance run-

ners, and he chose to join the 

cross-country team this fall. 

 “I found that I really love to 

run,” Austin said. “It was actu-

ally a huge surprise.”

 Now, Austin runs three to 

six miles a day and enjoys try-

ing new running courses. His 

cross-country season was very 

successful. In four meets, he 

competed against hundreds of 

athletes from large high schools, 

and he earned fi rst place in two 

of those meets. 

 Austin believes his success 

came from refusing to give up.

 “When I fi rst started it was 

very hard,” Austin said. “In 

fact, even now I sometimes hit 

a point around mile four or fi ve 

where I want to give up. But 

I keep reminding myself that 

I made a commitment to my 

coaches and I don’t want to let 

them down.”

 Even now, in the off-season, 

Austin runs every day. He 

hopes that one day his running 

will earn him a scholarship to 

an area university. 

 “I really want to go to school 

to be a social worker or work in 

medicine in some way,” Austin 

said. “Being at MCH has really 

opened me up to a lot of things, 

not just running. I found my 

true potential here, and that is 

better than any award.”

Austin won three medals in cross-
country meets this fall.
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COMMUNITY SERVICES

Serving children throughout Texas and New Mexico

Abilene
325-672-9398

Albuquerque, NM
505-255-8740

Bedford
214-686-3679

Corpus Christi
361-334-2255

Crockett
936-546-0646

Dallas
972-480-8772

El Paso
915-781-0005

With 13 outreach offi ces across Texas and New Mexico, it is sometimes diffi cult to keep up with all of the good things hap-

pening throughout this area of Methodist Children’s Home. Community services offi ces provide case management to chil-

dren and families in an effort to strengthen the family unit. Below are fi ve examples of ways Methodist Children’s Home 

offers hope through foster care, family preservation services and other community services. The names of children were 

changed to protect their privacy. 

CORPUS CHRISTI
This summer, an incarcerated 
mother gave birth to her daughter, 
Phoebe. Phoebe’s mother is due to 
be paroled to the Corpus Christi 
area after serving her sentence. 
Thankfully, an MCH foster family 
in the Corpus Christi area opened 
their home to Phoebe. This place-
ment means that Phoebe’s mother 
can stay involved in Phoebe’s 
life once she is paroled, making 
the reunion between mother and 
daughter a smooth transition.

•

•

TYLER
Cynthia entered foster care when 
her grandmother could no longer 
care for her. Her grandmother had 
been Cynthia’s primary caregiver 
since her mother and father’s sub-
stance abuse. While in foster care 
at MCH, Cynthia has done well in 
school and matured into a well-
spoken and respectful teenager. 
She will remain with MCH until she 
graduates from high school.

•

WACO
Vera was placed at MCH three days 
after her birth. Four days later, 
while Vera’s foster mother was 
feeding her, Vera stopped breath-
ing. The foster mother, who is also 
a trained police offi cer, performed 
CPR on Vera while they were driven 
to the emergency room. Vera was 
later diagnosed with neonatal 
seizures. Vera’s foster mother now 
administers anti-seizure medication 
to Vera twice each day and Vera 
continues to thrive with no further 
seizures. The foster mother’s quick 
reaction and CPR training likely 
saved Vera’s life.

SAN ANTONIO
Matthew was a troubled little boy 
when he entered the MCH foster 
care system. Because of his past, 
it was diffi cult to fi nd the perfect 
foster care match, but he eventu-
ally found his home with an MCH 
foster family in San Antonio. 
Matthew is now fl ourishing and 
has been fully accepted into his 
new “forever” family. He now 
uses his experience to show care 
and love to new foster children 
placed in the home.  

•

Houston
713-682-8911

Lubbock
806-792-0099

San Antonio
210-733-3904

Sulphur Springs
903-335-6898

Tyler
903-509-1171

Waco
254-755-4684

Location of Services
To receive information about serving as a foster 
care family or to learn more about the services 

provided through MCH outreach offi ces, call 
the offi ce located near you. 

ALBUQUERQUE, NEW MEXICO
Staff members provide parenting 
support and other services through 
their Workshops for Effective Edu-
cation (WEE). Classes allow MCH 
staff to serve individuals who were 
previously beyond their reach. The 
relationship between MCH staff 
and the Santa Domingo Native 
American Pueblo has grown espe-
cially strong. 

•
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A winning combination
Jordan admits that his patience has been tested since he came to 

the Boys Ranch in June.

 Like most youth at Methodist Children’s Home, Jordan has 

discovered that living away from home and in a house with eight 

teenagers can be challenging. However, Jordan’s greatest test is 

coming now as he waits to receive a ring for the state championship 

his MCH fl ag football team won in October. 

 “I really want that ring and everyone I know is going to see 

it,” Jordan said with a smile. “I’m going to wear it all the time, and 

when I look at it, I’m going to think about our team.”

 Jordan is part of another team that is helping him achieve suc-

cess off the playing fi eld. Jordan’s homeparents – Phil and Mae 

Smith and Robert and Amelia Hood – form a strong support group 

that has challenged Jordan to restore his relationship with his 

mother, DJ. Although they had a strong relationship for much of his 

life, decisions Jordan made while in 10th grade caused their relation-

ship to deteriorate. 

 “It was a tough time because I began to use drugs and alcohol 

and hang out with the wrong crowd,” he said. “I didn’t want to be at 

home and I failed two classes. I spent most of my time focusing on 

my friends.”

 Deep down, Jordan realized he needed help, so he talked with 

his brother, Jered, who graduated from the Boys Ranch in 2008. 

Based on their discussions, Jordan decided to come to the Ranch. 

 “It was a hard decision because I knew I would be leaving my 

friends and hometown,” he said. “I didn’t want to come here, but I 

knew I needed to.” 

 When he arrived, the Smiths and Hoods quickly began focus-

ing their efforts on helping Jordan improve his relationship with his 

mother. 

 “They talked about it all the time, and they didn’t sugarcoat it,” 

he said. “They told me things I didn’t want to hear.”

 Mae Smith remembers Jordan’s reluctance to talk about his 

mother. 

 “I told Jordan early on that this was the only mother he had 

and that she will always be his mother, so he needed to rebuild that 

relationship,” Smith said. “At fi rst, he resisted and said he would 

never try to make things better. I told him to ‘never say never.’” 

 Over time, Smith said Jordan began to “come out of a deep 

shell” he was living in. He gained self-confi dence through athletics, 

activities at the Boys Ranch and relationships with his homeparents 

and other staff.

 Today, Jordan understands the important role the Smiths and 

Hoods have played in his life.

 “I really appreciate all they’ve done for me,” he said. “They’ve 

challenged me and helped me to see that I need my mom.”

 Smith said that within two months, Jordan’s relationship with 

his mother had improved signifi cantly. They often talk by phone, 

and she attended Jordan’s state championship game in Waco. 

Jordan bought his mother a dozen roses for her birthday. 

 Jordan’s mother recently wrote a letter to the Smiths and 

Hoods, expressing her appreciation for the support and encourage-

ment they have provided her son.

 “I knew Jordan would respond to the loving structure of the 

Ranch, but I had no idea just how remarkable his progress would 

be,” she wrote. “And I have to tell you how thankful I am for the 

incredible guidance and love that Jordan’s homeparents, the Hoods 

and Smiths, have given him. These four people have saved my son.” 

 As Mae Smith sat at the dining table in her apartment at the 

Boys Ranch, she held a copy of DJ’s letter and refl ected on her op-

portunity to help Jordan. 

 “This has certainly been a team effort,” she said. “It has taken 

Jordan and the four of us to see this much improvement. Jordan is 

a good boy and he has so much potential. We are very proud of him. 

And now, he realizes that he needs his mother. He knows she is his 

best friend.” 

Jordan runs a passing route during the Bulldogs’ semifi nal game in 
the state fl ag football playoffs. Jordan and the Bulldogs completed 
their championship season with a 10-0 record. 

Teamwork is helping Jordan achieve success and personal growth on and off the playing fi eld 

Since coming to the Boys Ranch in June, Jordan has developed self-
confi dence and strengthened his relationship with his mother. He 
credits much of his success to the support he receives from his home-
parents — Phil and Mae Smith and Robert and Amelia Hood. 
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DEVELOPMENT NEWS

Commissioners from through-

out Texas and New Mexico 

gathered for their annual meet-

ing on the Waco campus and 

Boys Ranch Oct. 13-14. 

 The theme of the meeting 

was “How Firm a Foundation.” 

Each activity during the meeting 

centered on sharing the rich his-

tory of MCH, which is built on a 

fi rm foundation of faith in God.

 The meeting began with a 

dinner and program in the new 

Boys Ranch Recreation and 

Activities Center, which opened 

in August. During the program, 

youth from the Boys Ranch 

shared how their lives have been 

impacted by MCH.

 Chris was one of the youth 

who spoke, and he gave a mov-

ing testimony of the way FFA 

helped him release some of his 

anger. He shared with Commis-

sioners the feelings he had when 

he began his fi rst woodworking 

project last year. 

 “It seemed like as I worked 

on it, pieces of my anger, hate 

and frustration left me to be for-

ever embedded in that wood,” 

he said. 

 Commissioners heard up-

dates from staff members at the 

Ranch and MCH administra-

tors. At the close of the program, 

Rev. Travis Franklin, pastor of 

Salado UMC and a former MCH 

chaplain, encouraged Commis-

sioners to provide light in the 

darkness for youth in need of 

guidance and support. 

 The meeting continued 

on Wednesday morning with 

a gathering at the Johnson 

Student Center on the Waco 

campus. Commissioners heard 

reports and stories from a va-

riety of departments, and they 

enjoyed a Question and Answer 

session with staff members. 

 A highlight of the morning 

program was a performance 

by the Home’s charter school 

choir, directed by Lorye Carter-

Reed. The meeting concluded 

with a luncheon, where 

Commissioners were joined by 

members of the MCH Student 

Leadership Team.

 Commissioners are clergy 

and laypersons who serve as 

liaisons for the Home. They are 

nominated by MCH develop-

ment staff members or benefac-

tors, and they help raise funds 

and promote MCH in their 

churches and communities dur-

ing the Christmas season and 

throughout the year. 

Sunshine I Winter 2010 

Commissioners gain insight into MCH ministry

Bobby Gilliam, MCH president, welcomes Commissioners to the Home 
for their annual meeting. The dinner and program were held at the 
new Recreation and Activities Center at the Boys Ranch. 

Members of the MCH charter school choir share their talents with 
Commissioners during the Wednesday morning program.

http://www.methodistchildrenshome.blogspot.com

Get the latest MCH news!

Methodist Children’s Home recently began a blog: 
a web site that allows us to update friends, donors 
and staff members on exciting events throughout 
our ministry. 

You can visit the blog anytime to stay up-to-date. 
If you would like to receive an e-mail when we add 
new content to the blog, you can sign up for our 
e-mail list. 



MEMORIAL GIFTS AND GIFTS OF HONOR
Gifts made from August through September 2009.
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Memorials

Richard Truman Armstrong
   Mrs. BeBe D. Armstrong
Roland M. Aycock
   Dorothy (Sam) Clark
Bessie Baker Beaver
  Nevelyn Crawford Alexander
   W. T. and Monica Baker
   Bob and JoAnn Barnes
   Jim and Georgia Beaver
   The Norman Bissell Family
   Arledge and Peggy Brashers
   Mrs. Edith E. Craig
   Pat Ford Denman
   Louis B. and Martha A. Gillispie
   Ilse D. Osborne
   Brandon and Cathy Owen
   Mr. George Rumsey
   Mike and Teri Rumsey
Fred Bellott
   Beverly Quinius
   Larry Quinius
Blanche Berry
   Cliff and Nelda Hazlewood
Nell Blakney
   Lee and Lit Moore
Bonnie Blomquist
   Helen B. Coupland
Bill Bolinger
   Charles and Cindy Huffman
Elaine Bonds
  George and Cyndi Snokhous
Walt Bruening
   Mike Love
   Glenda Williams
L. Z. Bryan
   Mr. and Mrs. Thomas F.
  Patterson
Dorothy J. Burnam
   Warren and Marion Aldridge
   Ann M. Newman
Ruby Byrd
   Marti McLemore
George F. Cantrell
   Ray and Lori Day
Clifford Chambers
   Mr. and Mrs. William F.   
  Hamilton
J. T. Chapman, Jr.
   Bobbie Stewart and Family
Robert Dale Chapman
   Donald and Joyce Hancock
Mickey Clark
   Lee and Lit Moore
Ann Coates
   Ms. Myrna Kepford
Mrs. George (Jean) Coffey
   Gloria A. Palmer
Mary Fisher Cox
   Hunter and Totsy Cunningham
Mr. Jay Coxen
   David and Minnie Wise
Tanna Marie Akins Crain
   Mr. Art Greenhaw 
   Mr. and Mrs. Frank W.
  Greenhaw
Louis Crenshaw
   Ferrel and Felba Caster

Harrold (Possum) Curnutt
   Ms. Helen H. Johnson
   Bruce and Patsy Pruett
Gelene Curry
   David and Peggy Dishman
  Osborne
Jack Dawson
   Ms. Sarah A. Meuth
H. Tom Denman
 Charles, Elizabeth, Chase, Alex, 
  Jordan and Nick Daigle
   Pat Ford Denman
Ladene Dreyer
   Stephanie and Vic McMullen
Alice Edgar
   Ms. Myrna Kepford
E. Jean English
   Anonymous
Sidney Bob Farrar
   Alliance Anesthesiology   
  Associates, L.P.
        Fort Worth, Texas
   Maurice and Ann Andrews
Elvin H. Ford
   Pat Ford Denman
Robert H. Ford
   Pat Ford Denman
Grace B. Foster
   Jason Wegener
Otto Frazer
   Mr. Eldo Johnson
Margaret Galbreath
   Alberta Union of Provincial 
      Employees Local 52
        Calgary, AB
   Roy Adkins
   The Russell Brown Family
   Jason Cate
   Diana C. Condra
   Mike and Janey Dillard
   Claire Jones and Family
   Reverend and Mrs. Jack M. Jones
   Jones, Hay, Marschall &   
  McKinney, P.C.
         San Angelo, Texas
   Marjorie O. Kirchner
   Mary O. Manry
   Bill, Blake and Ryan McAlister
   Ms. Glen McAlister
   Judy McDonald
   Mr. and Mrs. Glen M. Richardson
   Quade and Ebbie Sutton
    The Bank & Trust
    Del Rio, Texas
   University of Calgary
  Library Staff
        Calgary, AB
   Albert and Cynthia Ward
Jon R. Gibson
   Gretchen and Bill Ryan
Carol Ann Gilmore
   Mrs. Edith E. Craig
   Timothy and Joyce Woodlock
Beatrice Goode
   Vivian B. Havens
Norman Kenneth Greer
   Paul, Sydney and George Easley
June Hadele
   Mr. and Mrs. Craig Jones

David Carl Hale
   Bob and Jackie Pearson
Tom Hall
   The J. Horton Family
Doreen Hammack
   Given by a Friend
Edwin and Gladys Hammonds
   Mrs. Eddie L. Weise
Tom Heavey
   Eugene and Joyce Spencer
Duane Hendley
   Eva Malone
Lloyd (Dean) Hendrix
   Mr. Shirald D. Hendrix, Sr.
Jean Huff
   Linda Rhoton
Commander Felton M.   
 Humphreys, Jr.
   Mr. Art Greenhaw 
   Mr. and Mrs. Frank W. Greenhaw
Lloyd Allen Hurst
   George and Cyndi Snokhous
Tom (Lloyd) Jenson
   P. R. Beatty
   Mrs. Elizabeth D. Harmon
   Wanda Langston
   Jane and Scott Nelson
Jack Kay
   Dickie and Gerry Turner
Tom Knight
   Larry and Judy Grisham
Nathan Jon Krone, II
   Dale and Louise Krone
Margie LaGrone
   David and Minnie Wise
Rossini-Laney’s mothers
   David and Janet Harvey
Reverend Esteban Lara
   Ms. Myrna Kepford
Mr. Preston Love
   Martha and George Wallace
Laveryn Blanch Lynch
   Pat Ford Denman
Walter (Bernard) Mayfi eld
   Virginia and Tom Buckingham
Randy McAdams
   Mr. John Monk
Elsie McAnally
   Mr. and Mrs. G. L. Hight Jr.  
   Lamplighters Sunday School  
  Class
       Lockney UMC
           Lockney, TX
   Sharon K. Neuman
   Gladys B. Smart
Clayton McKay
   Louin and Barbara Berry
Bill Meneley
   Laura Lutek 
   Mary Milner
Merle Meyer
   James, Kathy and Emily Franco
Michael
   Ed, Shay and Rachael Holden
Joseph S. Morrow
   Donna J. Comer
   Douglas and Dolores Jackson
Mary McPherson Morrow
   C. W. Tidmore

A
One Thousand dollar

Endowment gift
in honor of

Reverend Ed Silliman
by

C. J. Mann
Kerrville, TX

A
One Thousand dollar

Endowment gift
in honor of

our children,
Jody and Wayne Ray, and

Jamie Smith
by

Bubba and Nancy Smith
Austin, TX

A
One Thousand dollar

Endowment gift
in memory of
my husband,
George Enloe,

by
Ann Enloe

San Angelo, TX

A
One Thousand dollar

Endowment gift
in memory of

Mrs. Oleta Wise
by

Liberty Community, and
Liberty United Methodist 

Church
Milano, TX

A
One Thousand dollar

Endowment gift
in memory of

Wes Tiedt
by

Mr. and Mrs. Earl Tiedt
Seabrook, TX

A
One Thousand dollar

Endowment gift
in memory of
Mary Wheat

by
Mr. Russell H. Wheat

Canyon Lake, TX

A
Two Thousand dollar

Endowment gift
in memory of

Mr. and Mrs. W. L. Barrett
by

The Carole and Gene Chambers 
Foundation

Katy, TX
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Mrs. Olean Mosely
   Mrs. Ila Dennis
Lottie Patricia Muchnicki
   Bobby and Linda Gilliam
J. W. Newton
   Mrs. Peggy Snider
Mary C. Nolley
   Mrs. Suzanne Goodenough
Nancy Oliphint
   Moe and Janet Dozier
Inez H. Patterson
   Janice Patterson Taylor
Aria Ruth Penly
   Cindy and Bob Tuttle
Panda Phifer
   Debbie White
Dorothy Powell
   Nelda Hardin
Elizabeth Perkins Prothro
   Lois and Margaret Hughes
E. Guy Risien
   Mrs. Elsie Millican
David Rooke
   Adelle and Phil Frazier
Bob Ross
   Virginia and Tom Buckingham
Mrs. Gwen Scherz
   Dr. and Mrs. Marcus E. Young
Ralph Schmidt
   Elmer and Vance Blank
   Dr. Tom B. King
   Carol L. Nickelson
   Mr. and Mrs. Mark Norris
   Trey and Karen Oakley
   Mrs. Irene Thurston
   Ms. Dorothy M. Wheat
Weller Seiders
   Mrs. C. P. Metcalf
Nathan Eugene Shands
   Mr. Art Greenhaw  
   Mr. and Mrs. Frank W. Greenhaw
Robert Sisson
   Kent County Nursing Home
    Jayton, TX

Peggy Skipper
   Jane Marney
Harlan Smith
   Cindy and Bob Tuttle
Vyron Struempler
   Timothy and Joyce Woodlock
Lucy Taylor
   Larry and Betsy Pennington
Mrs. Elba Trammell
   Judy Roach
Kathryn Trammell
   Amy and Jim Windsor
Ann Turner
   David and Dorothy Oefi nger
Vivian Underwood
   Larry and Judy Grisham
Weldon E. Veteto
   Bobby and Linda Gilliam
   Trey and Karen Oakley
Dorothy Wallen
   Mr. Robert W. Schafer
Laurel Alexander Webb
   Robert Alexander
   Flora Grouts
Ryan Webster
   George and Cyndi Snokhous 
Betty Weems
   Charles and Cindy Huffman
Margie West
   Judy Hays
   David and Dorothy Oefi nger
Dalton Westphal
   Jane and Judson Stephens
Keith Coleman White
   Ms. Connie Smith
Frank Whitson
   The C. M. Nevill Family
Marie Williams
   Mrs. Peggy Snider
Dr. Erwin C. Winkel
   D. L. O. Tafallo
Marvin Lalen Woodlock
   Rebecca C. Woodlock
   Timothy and Joyce Woodlock

A
Three Thousand

Five Hundred dollar
Endowment gift
in memory of

Nora M. McMahan and
Andrew H. McMahan

Given by their
Grandchildren and

Great-Grandchildren

A
Five Thousand dollar

Endowment gift
in memory of

Mrs. John A. Jones
by

Boyd L. Jones and Family
Dallas, TX

Mrs. Nola Yellott
   Ron and Gloria Garrett

Honorariums
Reverend Jerry and Katie   
 Anderson’s 50th Wedding
 Anniversary
   James and Jackie Snarr
Mr. and Mrs. Fred Campbell
   Dr. and Mrs. Marcus E. Young
Harold Copeland
   Victor Sunday School Class
      First UMC 
        Palestine, TX
Mrs. Donna Crisp
   Dr. and Mrs. Marcus E. Young
Cleo (Pat) Curtis
   Georgia Wright
Gracie House
   First UMC
   Frankston, TX
Grace Johnson
   Victor Sunday School Class
      First UMC 
        Palestine, TX
Ruby Jones
   Harmony Class
  White Rock UMC
        Dallas, TX
Delores Martindale
   Bill, Shari and Stephanie   
  Jennings
Ann Mason
   Victor Sunday School Class
      First UMC 
        Palestine, TX
Melvin Mason
   Victor Sunday School Class
      First UMC 
        Palestine, TX
Larry Orman
   The Lankford Family

Marc Parks’ Birthday
   Tuffy and Judy McRight
Dana Reese
   Marjorie B. Garey
Reverend B. C. Schmidt
   Ron and Rachel Weddell
John and Judi Thomas’ 
  20th Wedding Anniversary
  Hunter and Totsy Cunningham
Trac-n-trol
 Georgetown, TX
    Becca McPherson
Sue Travis’ Birthday
   Mrs. Norma Russell and Family
Lianne Turner
   Mrs. Margaret B. Cole
Jimmy and Danny Weaver
   Kaleidoscope Class
   St. Mark’s UMC
    Mesquite, TX
Reverend and Mrs. Milford
 Zirkel, Jr.’s 50th Wedding  
 Anniversary
   The Ward Box Family
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SHOW SEASON
Ryan, a resident 
at the Boys 
Ranch, leads 
his lamb past 
the judge at the 
Heart of Texas 
Livestock Show 
in October. He 
earned 8th place 
in his class.  


